drug & alcohol abuse prevention
MINUTES- July 14, 2026
Date | time  July 14, 2026 | 2:00 PM | Meeting called to order by S. Edelbrock
Location: Ben Alexander Room 145

In Attendance
Present: 
· Sarah Edelbrock – Dean of Students
· Will Thompson – Director of Human Resources
·  Dianne Marquez – Dean of Arts of Sciences
·  Kayla Weaver – Director of Athletics 
·  Candace McTizic-Garcia – Chief of Campus Safety
·  Sarah Rojas – Director of Residence Life
·  Ciera Rojo - Coordinator of Student Activities/Intramurals
·  Cyndi Stphenson – Counselor in Enrollment and Advising
·  Dereka Addis – Coordinator of Student Resources
agenda
1. Introductions & Committee Overview – Sarah Edelbrock
2. Survey Results & Student Violations – Sarah Edelbrock
3. Program Activities and Events– Ciera Rojo, Sarah Rojas, Dereka Addis
4. Resources & Strategies – Sarah Edelbrock, Ciera Rojo, Sarah Rojas, Dereka Addis
5. 2026 – 2027 Goals – Sarah Edelbrock
6. Set Next Meeting – Sarah Edelbrock
7. Adjourn – Sarah Edelbrock
Introduction & committee overview
Dean Edelbrock called the meeting to order, welcomed committee members, and introduced new members Sarah Rojas, Director of Residence Life, and Kayla Weaver, Director of Athletics. She also provided an overview of the Drug-Free Schools and Campuses Act (DFSCA), noting that all colleges are federally required to maintain a drug and alcohol prevention program.
survey results & student violations
Dean Edelbrock reviewed the Spring 2026 Student Survey results. The survey had a good representation of freshmen, sophomores, and dual-enrolled high school students. Most respondents were between the ages of 18 and 34, which reflects the college's student population. Female respondents outnumbered male respondents, which is also consistent with the campus demographics.
One area identified for improvement next year is increasing participation from part-time students. Survey respondents were 82% full-time students and 18% part-time students, while the college's overall enrollment includes a higher percentage of part-time students. Many of the respondents identified as international students (40%), student-athletes (43%), or members of other clubs and organizations (10%), while the remaining respondents reported no campus affiliation.
Survey responses indicated a few areas that will continue to be monitored. When asked whether the campus has a drug and alcohol policy, 7% of students responded "No," compared with the typical 1% to 2% seen in previous years. Similarly, 10% of respondents indicated they did not believe the college is concerned about preventing drug and alcohol abuse, which is higher than the usual 2%.
Responses to Question 13, which relates to becoming sick or vomiting from alcohol use, were also higher than in previous years. Additionally, 5% of respondents felt the campus social atmosphere promotes alcohol use, while 4% felt it promotes drug use. Although these percentages are above the typical 2%, they remain relatively low overall.
Another result that stood out was the campus safety question. Four percent of respondents indicated they do not feel safe on campus, compared with the typical range of 0% to 1%. While this represents an increase from previous years, the percentage remains low compared with many other colleges.
An overview of student conduct cases related to alcohol and drugs was provided for the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 academic years. During 2024-2025, there were 58 alcohol-related cases (35 responsible, 8 not responsible, and 15 FYI) and 9 drug-related cases (8 responsible and 1 FYI). During 2025-2026, there were 60 alcohol-related cases (49 responsible, 6 not responsible, and 5 FYI) and 4 drug-related cases, all of which resulted in responsible findings. It was noted that alcohol-related cases remain higher than the historical average of approximately 40 cases per year, with athletes accounting for the majority of alcohol-related conduct cases in both years. This increase could be related to the increase in enrollment and housing. 
program activities & events
Ciera Rojo provided an overview of Student Life's alcohol and drug prevention programming during the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 academic years. She highlighted awareness events including Addiction Awareness Month, Red Ribbon Week, Alcohol Awareness Month, and the annual Health Fair. Programming included educational activities such as tie-dye, mocktail events, karaoke, impairment simulation goggles, a silent disco, and Paint and Sip events, all designed to promote healthy decision-making and educate students about alcohol and drug prevention. She noted that many of the events had strong student participation, with several receiving positive feedback and being repeated due to their success. 
Dereka Addis hosts an annual Resource Fair each September and invites the Drug and Alcohol Coalition to participate. Previous Resource Fairs were held on September 12, 2024, and September 11, 2025.
Sarah Rojas Housing staff shared that the Residence Hall Association (RHA) serves as the student voice for Housing. They also introduced the NMJC educational programming acronym —INFORM, MOTIVATE, JOIN, CREATE. Educational housing activities are aligned with one of these focus areas to help students recognize the purpose and learning outcomes of each program.
Resources & strategies
· Due to staffing changes, we were unable to bring outside presenters to campus during the past year. This goal will be carried forward and implemented during the next fiscal year.
· Dereka Addis reported that the college received a donation of medication disposal pouches from the Drug Coalition. The pouches provide a safe method for disposing of unused medications and will be available through Campus Security as needed.
· Housing will distribute backpacks to new students during Fall 2026 check-in. The backpacks will include alcohol awareness and prevention information.
· The Residence Hall Association (RHA) and Student Government Association (SGA) will continue to help promote prevention events and provide peer education to students.
· The Lea County Drug Coalition will be on campus on August 31, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., in recognition of National Overdose Awareness Day.
2026 – 2027 Goals
Planned initiatives for the upcoming year include:
· Implement the use of medication disposal pouches, which will be managed by Campus Safety and made available to students, faculty, and staff.
· Increase awareness of campus drug and alcohol policies by displaying additional signs and posters throughout campus.
· Bring outside presenters to campus to provide education and awareness on drug and alcohol prevention. 
[bookmark: _Hlk133828065]Adjournment
Dean Edelbrock adjourned the meeting at 2:41pm. The next meeting will be scheduled for September 22, 2026.


