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LESSON PLAN 

Analyzing Photographs & Prints   

Grades/Level: Upper elementary (3–5)  

Subjects: Visual Arts and Language Arts 

Time Required: 2-3 class periods  

Credit: Adapted from Lesson Plan by Susie Newman, Dean of Academic Affairs, Marquez Charter School, Los 
Angeles, with J. Paul Getty Museum Education Staff 1 

BEFORE YOU VISIT THE EXHIBIT 

Each student should make a “Field Trip Journal”  (download the template from the Museum 
Education tab) use to assist with gathering information that will be used in this lesson.  

Materials Required 

• Field Trip Journal  (cover stock, additional sheets of paper stapled or bound together 
with yarn, or jute), pencils and erasers.  

LESSON OVERVIEW 

Students study how artists tell stories related to the American West.  They practice telling their 
own written and visual stories in response to National Geographic’s Greatest Photographs of 
the American West.     

 

                                                             
1 Images of Children in Dorthea Lange's Photographs (Education at the Getty), 
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/dorothea_lange/lange lesson01.html.  
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

• Students will look carefully at photographs in the exhibit for elements of art and narrative 
content.  

• Students will use descriptive language in their interpretation of the photograph.  

PHOTO ANALYSIS 

Using the following photo-analysis questions students discuss one of the images in National 
Geographic’s Greatest Photographs of the American West. Students record their responses to 
the following questions in their Field Trip Journal.  

• What do you see in each image?  
• If there are people in the photograph, what sorts of things can you tell about them? What 

do they seem to be doing? How can you tell?  
• Where was this photograph taken? How can you tell?  
• When was the photograph taken? How can you tell? 
• Discuss the stories that each image might tell.  

Grades 3–5:  

• Provide photocopies of the images for each student. (photos available this document, 
pages 4 - 14).  

• Have students paste their copy of the image they chose from National Geographic’s 
Greatest Photographs of the American West inside their journals. 

• Give students about thirty minutes to write a story to go along with each of the images, 
using the answers to the questions. 

• Have students share what they wrote and discuss their responses.  
- Are all of the stories alike? 
- Why or why not?  
- What are some similar ideas that emerged in their stories?  
- What are some differences?  
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ASSESSMENT 

• Teacher observation of student discussion and time on task. 
• Students should be able to use expressive language to discuss and write about the 

photographs.   
• Students should be able to connect what is depicted in National Geographic’s Greatest 

Photographs of the American West with their something in their own experience. 

STANDARDS ADDRESSED 
Common Core Standards for English Language Arts Grades K–5  

• Speaking and Listening Skills 
• Writing Skills 

National Standards for Visual Arts  

Grades 3–4  

• Understanding and Applying Media, Techniques, and Processes 
Students use different media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas, 
experiences, and stories.  

Grade 5   

• Choosing and Evaluating a Range of Subject Matter, Symbols, and Ideas 
Students use subjects, themes, and symbols that demonstrate knowledge of contexts, 
values, and aesthetics that communicate intended meaning in artworks.  
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