


May 8, 2020, 7 p.m.
Virtual Commencement

livestream.com/nmjc



WELCOME
Family, friends, and community members, welcome to New Mexico Junior College’s 
2020 Commencement Ceremony. Tonight, we gather to commemorate and validate 
our graduating class. These students have faithfully completed all requirements for 
degrees, certificates, and diplomas. We celebrate their achievements and recognize 
those who supported our students as they pursued their educational goals. 

Fifty-Second Commencement

ORDER OF EXERCISES
Processional

Recognition of Active Military and Veterans
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President

Conferral of Academic Degrees
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President

Presentation of Diplomas and Certificates

Closing Remarks
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President

Recessional

NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE
Built in 1963, New Mexico Junior College (NMJC) became the first junior college in 
our state. Today, NMJC’s campus occupies 243 acres, with a student population of 
approximately 3,000 and over 250 full-time employees. 

During its history, our college has grown and matured in the programs and degrees 
it offers, as well as in the campus community, athletics, and clubs. Our distinctive 
degrees include Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, and Associate of Applied 
Science, as well as certificates in business and industry vocations. We house eight 
student organizations, and our renowned athletics teams have earned several national 
titles. 

During its outstanding history, its current development, and its future goals,  
NMJC is proud to serve Lea County and the surrounding area with educational 
excellence and success through learning. 

Welcome & Opening Comments
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President

Recognition of Faculty of the Year
Dr. Larry Sanderson, Vice President of Instruction



CAPS & TAMS
The square, tasseled mortar-board cap is worn by Associate, Bachelor’s,  
and Master’s degree holders. 

The velvet tams distinguish Doctoral degree earners. 

ACADEMIC REGALIA
The tradition of academic regalia goes back to the 12th century, originating in  
Europe where the first universities were founded. 

By the 1800s, many U.S. colleges had adopted their own regalia colors and shapes 
representing different schools of thought. During that decade, it became tradition for 
colleges to dress their students, faculty, and trustees in robes as part of baccalaureate  
and commencement ceremonies. 

In 1894, a number of U.S. colleges convened and drafted a codified style and color 
guide for academic robes and hoods. That standard, revised in the 1900s, is still 
respected by many colleges and universities today. Tonight, NMJC proudly honors 
that centuries-old tradition, as students take part in this rite-of-passage.  

NEW JUNIOR COLLEGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ms. Pat Chappelle, Chair
Mr. Ron Black, Secretary
Mr. Hector Baeza
Mr. Travis Glenn
Mr. Manny Gomez
Ms. Evelyn Rising
Mrs. Erica Jones

NEW JUNIOR COLLEGE ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President
Dr. Larry Sanderson, Vice President for Instruction
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Vice President for Student Services
Mr. Dan Hardin, Vice President for Finance
Dr. Jeff McCool, Vice President for Training and Outreach
Dr. Scotty Holloman, General Counsel/Executive Director of Administrative Services

NEW JUNIOR COLLEGE DEANS
Dr. Stephanie Ferguson, Dean of Applied Sciences & Learning Technology
Mrs. Dianne Marquez, Dean of Arts, Sciences & Learning Support
Mrs. Sarah Patterson, Dean of Students

NEW JUNIOR COLLEGE FOUNDATION BOARD
Kristin Abel
Pat Chappelle
Heather Davis
Aaron Forrister
Megan Gallegos
John Graham
Joshua Grassham
Robert Guthrie
Dan Hardin
Lisa Hardison
Rosi Insilan
Guy Kesner

Tina Kunko
John Manseau
Valeria Onsurez Gauana
T.J. Parks
Michael Raburn
Allyson Roberts
Dr. Kelvin Sharp
Scott Smith
Kali Taylor 
David Whitten
Joshua Windle



HOODS
While no students tonight wear hoods for the degrees conferred upon them,  
many of our faculty do. 

These hoods, like the different robes, serve to give distinction to the level of education 
earned by the wearer. The Master’s hood is three and one-half feet long, coordinated 
in the color of each discipline. The Doctoral hood is four feet long and rounded at the 
bottom.  
The inside of the hood in lined with the color of the college or university he/she 
attended, and the holder of the hood carries the color of the field of learning. 

Arts, Letters, Humanities-White
Economics-Copper
Law-Purple
Medicine-Green
Nursing-Apricot
Physical Education-Sage Green
Commerce, Accountancy, Business-Drab
Education-Light Blue
Library Science-Lemon
Music-Pink
Philosophy-Dark Blue
Science-Golden Yellow

GOWNS
All candidates in tonight’s ceremony will wear the bachelor’s gown and cap, since they 
will either receive an Associate degree or a certificate. 

All Bachelor’s degree recipients, and those who receive Associate degrees, wear 
untrimmed, simple-sleeved gowns. Master’s degrees are distinguished by untrimmed 
gowns and long, oblong sleeves that are closed at the ends. A Doctoral gown is faced 
down the front with black velvet and three bars of velvet across the sleeves. These 
facings and crossbars are often in the color distinctive to the discipline of the wearer. 

Honor Graduates
Students with a final GPA of at least 3.5 receive golden chords with yellow tassels.  
During the ceremony, NMJC’s president, Dr. Sharp, places the honor cords around  
the neck of the honor graduates. 

Phi Theta Kappa (PTK)
PTK is the International Honor Society for two-year colleges. The organization  
recognizes and encourages scholarship among community college students.  
Active members wear gold stoles as part of their regalia. 

Mu Alpha Theta (MAT)
MAT, the National Mathematics Honor Society, is dedicated to inspiring  
keen interest in mathematics and developing strong scholarship in the subject.  
Active members wear honor cords of blue and gold as part of their regalia. 

NMJC also recognizes student veterans and military students with the  
Military and Veteran Honor Cords. These red, white, and blue chords are worn  
with regalia during graduation.

♦ Indicates Honor Graduate 

CORDS & STOLES



♦ Indicates Honor Graduate

CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
Margaret Rae Allen ♦
Anahy Alvarez ♦
Alina Anaya
Lili Candelaria Andrade
Marines Arias
Carmen Lizeth Armendariz
Antonio Arreola ♦
Iris Ruby Avila
Mariela Baca Miyamoto ♦
Rose E. Baijense ♦
Sandra Jene Brock
Adriana Bustamante ♦
Noemi C. Carrillo
Gavin Castillo ♦
Mayela Castor ♦
Tamara Marquez Cedillo
Cristian Chavez
Giselle Chavez
Josefina T. Cobarrubio
Charisma Renae Cobos
Carlos Alfredo Contreras
Natalie De La Cruz
Montserrat De Santiago Rios ♦
Alexandra Delafuente
Donna Deming
Kiara Marie Dominguez ♦
Darrianne Jade Dorris ♦
Ethan Patrick Doubrava
Kevin A. Espino
Giovanna Iveth Espinoza
Julio Anibal Espinoza
Diana Elvira Flores 
Jessica Suzanne Friend
Kayla Lynzee Garcia
Michelle Garcia
Rocio Esmeralda Garcia Calahorra
Joshua Christopher Gibson ♦
Celeste Gomez
Marie Alyssa Gomez
Dominique Jae Gonzales
Daniel Blake Guzman ♦
Danielle Marie Hernandez
Benito Hernandez ♦ 
Keaton Marcel Hervey ♦
Kara Lynn Hudson
Cordellia Lea Ibarra
Heidi Yasmin Ibarra ♦
Ranim I. Ismail ♦
Hannah Kayleen Johns
Rushellee Jillian Jones
Angelica Monique Juarez
Caleb James Kissner ♦
Justin S. Long
Berenice Lopez ♦
Khristee Love
Annastasia Michelle Lowe ♦



♦ Indicates Honor Graduate

Salaisy Deanne Lozano
Aileen Lujan
Jasmine Nichole Madrid
Jose Nathaniel Maeda
Amber Jordan Manes
Olynette X. Mares ♦
Melina Marshall ♦
Katia Danielle Martinez
Maria Angelica Martinez
Nitzy Daniela Martinez 
Melissa Medina
Joanna Menchaca
Giselle Genesse Mendoza ♦
Uriah A. Mendoza
Kenzie Paige Mills ♦ 
Ala Anasaia Minner
Orlando Miranda
Juan Manuel Moreno ♦
Nicholas A. Navarette
Karina Nieto
Joseph Nathanael O’Briant ♦
Isleen Ontiveros
Brittany Nicole Ornelas
Naeem H. Patel
Maricarmen Perea
Patricia Christine Perez ♦
Marian Rae Placencia
Maddison Nicole Powers ♦
Andrea Amairani Primero
Candi Rae Ramirez
Dora Ramirez
Miriam Ramos
Nolan Ray ♦
Aundrea R. Rendon
Rosann Ramirez Reza
Clarissa Ivon Rivera Aldaz
Alyssa Esmi Robledo
Karla Karina Rodarte
Kipngeno Rotich
Britain Mikal Rutledge ♦
Alexandra Ruvalcaba ♦
Kenia Salcido
Claudia Salinas
Joel Sanchez ♦
Dylan Alexis Sanchez-Reyes
Jessica Renee Silva
Kylea Michelle Skinner
Jesus Eduardo Soto ♦
Amanda Rae Thomas
Tristan Mia Torres
Celestina Raena Hinojos Tovar
Adrian Dominique Velasquez
Bryana Monik Velasquez Henley
Vianey Villalobos Caro ♦
Taylor Shae Vuelvas
Madison Webb
Michelle Ann Webb



♦ Indicates Honor Graduate

CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
Ana Laura Aguilar
Athena A. Albin
William Colton Able
Anahy Alvarez ♦
Alina Anaya
Lili Candelaria Andrade
Mariela Baca Miyamoto ♦
Rose E. Baijense ♦ 
Kyndal Kay Bingham ♦
Karina Bounds
Brianna L. Brock
Adriana Bustamante ♦
Mayra Alejandra Caicedo ♦
Kristy Cano
Gavin Castillo ♦
Tamara Marquez Cedillo
Giselle Chavez
Colby Dawson Coleman
Kevin Francisco Cox
Leslie Payson Crouch
Sergio Alfonso Cryz
Selina Dockery
Michelle Dominguez
Darrianne Jade Dorris ♦
Lauro Felix ♦
Caleb James Garcia
Kayla Lynzee Garcia
Rocio Esmeralda Garcia Calahorra
Gideon Omohkudu George 
Celeste Gomez
Jasmine Renee Granger
Daniel Blake Guzman ♦
Kassady Pearl Hemmingson ♦
Benito Hernandez ♦
Jennifer Dawn Hernandez
Keaton Marcel Hervey ♦
Ebony Rose Horton
Klint Kolton Humphrey
Cordellia Lea Ibarra
Heidi Yasmin Ibarra ♦
Ranim I. Ismail ♦
Mohammad Hossein Jafari ♦
Dawnyel Dionnie Lair
Amaya Deon Lewis
Terence Elton Lewis II 
Justin S. Long
April Rena Lujan
Marco Antonio Lujan ♦
Jose Nathaniel Maeda
Benjamin Joseph Malgeri ♦
Melina Marshall ♦

Madison Mae Wier
Colette Marie Wilson
Joshua Worley Windle ♦
Isaiah Winn Witherspoon 



♦ Indicates Honor Graduate

CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE
Catherine M. Abney
Genisis Aguilar Martinez ♦
Derrick Isaiah Almanza
Connor Brice Altman
Melissa Garcia Alvarado
Destiny Arrieta
Telma Asheriboti Banadzem ♦
Christa D’ann Batchelor ♦
Dominque Michelle Beard ♦
Ashley Hope Blair 
Dalton Byrd ♦
Miranda Raye Cano
Gavin Castillo ♦
Daisy Castor ♦
Moises Chavez
Kevin Francisco Cox 
Jessic Deann Davis
Caleb Denson ♦
Bobby Dean Dickens Jr
Ema Dominguez ♦

Katia Danielle Martinez
Maria Angelica Martinez
Nitzy Daniela Martinez
Kennedy Denise McRuffin ♦
Giselle Genesse Mendoza ♦
Kenzie Paige Mills ♦ 
Lea-Ann Nixon
Joseph Nathanael O’Briant ♦
Lara Patricia Oporto
Marian Rae Placencia
Mariyah Lisette Porras
Yesenia Portillo
Sara Korsempool Prebenda ♦
Jurnee Delane President
Candi Rae Ramirez ♦
Miriam Ramos
Rosann Ramirez Reza
Andrea Rios
Clarissa Ivon Rivera Aldaz
Alyssa Esmi Robledo
Karla Karina Rodarte ♦ 
Gayla Rouse
Britain Mikal Rutledge ♦
Alexandra Ruvalcaba ♦
Kenia Salcido
Jesus Eduardo Soto ♦
Tristan Mia Torres
Matt Treacy ♦
Jackie Justine Valle
Adrian Dominique Velasquez
Jimmy D’Angelo Velasquez
Marissa Velasquez 
Madison Webb
Michelle Ann Webb
Jeanette Zamora



♦ Indicates Honor Graduate

Gabriel Duque, Jr.
Matthew Knelsen Dyck
Mark Enns
Jacob Neal Florey ♦
Jeffrey Evan Forrest ♦
David Lee Gallardo ♦
Brigitte Gardner Aguilar ♦
Braian Adrian Gonzalez
Mirna Gonzalez
Kevin Jay Gut-omen
Daniel Carl Heister ♦
Brody James Henry
Ulisa Grace Hernandez
Valerie Nicole Herrera
Kathryn Anne Hobbs
Chasity Huysmans ♦
Maria De Jesus Ibanez
Baylee Kay Johnson
Machiyla Joniek Knight
Kyler Glenn Lenard
Marisol Lujan
Morgan Anne Lynskey ♦
Hannah Lyon
Kassandra Madrid ♦
Victor Manriquez ♦
Karina A. Marquez
Ieyland Denycce Mason ♦
Sarah Rebekah McCuiston ♦
Deveer A. Menchaca ♦
Nicholas Ray Montanez
Victor Najera ♦
Billy Wieler Neufeld
Magali Ivett Orona
Kelsi Christine Pando
Amiah Perez
Sierra Alysse Perez
Melanie Nicole Provencio ♦
Javier Puebla
Danielle Eileen Pyles ♦
Gilbert Jesus Rios ♦ 
Amparo Rodriguez ♦
Miriam Saenz
Hunter Joseph Salter
Joshua Santos ♦
Haroldson Shosh ♦
Kelsie Lynn Silva
Patrick Morgan Snipes
Zachary Wayne Jacob Thomas ♦
Adriana Adilene Villa-Jauregui ♦
Vianey Villalobos Caro ♦
Christopher Ryan Watts ♦
Desarae Lynn Webb ♦
Ayden Cole Williams ♦
Colette Marie Wilson
Joshua Worley Windle ♦
Aaron Zeller



♦ Indicates Honor Graduate

CANDIDATES FOR CERTIFICATES
José Alfredo Acosta ♦
Ana Laura Aguilar
Karina Bounds
Jada M. Brooks ♦
Sarai Chavira ♦
Aalexis Marie Cruse
Adamari D. Fernandez ♦
Anette Gomez
Cordellia Lea Ibarra
Karen Cassandra Lopez
April Rena Lujan ♦
Demi Marquez ♦
Sandra Marlene Martinez 
Ja’khai J. Mcgaha 
Keaton Sage Medellin ♦
Mariana Lizeth Niño 
Marleyna Rae Ochoa ♦
Chastyn Jade Pierson ♦
Virginia Coss Ponce
Amy M. Rivera ♦
Alyssa Gabriela Rojas Zumiga 
Elko Sanchez ♦
Lynell Shawta Straughter ♦
Dewonder Taylor
Jessica Tejeda 
Tayla Michelle Terry ♦
Celestina Raena Hinojos Tovar
Miridia Urias ♦
BreeAnne Alexys Williams ♦
Jeanette Zamora

CANDIDATES FOR HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY
Brittney Brewer
Chance Collins
Haley Coons
Jessica Diaz
Ismaray Martinez
Sarah Saenz
Ty Winters



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
New Mexico Junior College recognizes the following organizations for their cooperation in 

making this year’s vritual commencement ceremony a success:

New Mexico Junior College Marketing Team
Susan Fine, Director of Communications

Kasie Taylor, Videographer
Brian Davis, Graphic Designer

Clair Cabello, Coordinator of Social Media and Sports Information
Valerie Onsurez Gauna, Executive Assistant to Foundation & College Relations

New Mexico Junior College Foundation

New Mexico Junior College Registrar
Rebecca Whitley 






