
Am I eligible for New Mexico residency/in-state tuition rate? 
 
There are four basic residency requirements: 
 
• 12 Months Consecutive Residence 

A student must physically reside in New Mexico for 12 consecutive months immediately 
preceding the term for which classification is requested.  Note: A student must be at least 19 
years old to establish residency apart from parents or guardians. 
 

• Financial Independence 
A student cannot be approved for residency who is financially dependent upon their parents or 
legal guardians who are non-residents of New Mexico.  A minor's residence is presumed to be 
the same as his/her parents' or legal guardian's.  

 
• Written Declaration of Intent 

This declaration of intent is included on the Petition for In-State Residency Form.  
 
• Overt Acts  

Residency regulations require the completion of at least two overt acts which support the 
student's declaration of intent to become a permanent resident.   

 
o Copy of parents or guardians' previous year federal income tax (only if applicant is 

financially dependent)  
o NM high school transcript confirming attendance within the past 12 months 
o NM driver’s license or ID card issued prior to the first day of the term 
o Proof of payment of NM state income tax for the previous year 
o Evidence of employment in NM 
o NM vehicle registration issued prior to the first day of the term 
o NM voter registration issued prior to the first day of the term 
o Proof of residential property ownership in NM 
o Rental agreement in NM 
o Utility bill in NM 
o Other evidence which would reasonably support the individual's intent to establish and 

maintain NM residency (as determined by NMJC Registrar)  
 
 

If you meet the above requirements, complete the attached form and submit it 
along with your two Overt Act documents to the NMJC Help Desk for 
approval. 
 
NMJC Help Desk 
Ben Alexander Building 
575-492-2577 
Asknmjc@nmjc.edu 






